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1887* edition. Excerpt: ...two or three very good negatives, and when I rejoin him I find he has

already made up his luggage. Satisfied that we have the requisite money in our pockets, we run

down to the dining-room, where we are lucky enough to find room, notwithstanding the crowding.

We devour something, take leave of Mr Dickerman, who is come to say good-bye, and hurry to the

livery stable to saddle our horses and start. While I am just putting the bridle on Jean-Leblanc, a

drunken cow-boy comes reeling into the stable, screaming with all his might. " They tell me there's a

cursed French Baron here, and I want to see a curse'd French Baron." Upon this, he stumbles

against me. I seize him by the belt of his trousers and send him rolling into an empty stall, where he

sits on the straw with his legs apart, holding in his hand a big revolver, which he has not the strength

to lift, repeating, with persistence, the same phrase. We set out now with the conviction of having

contributed our part, in his case, to the rejoicings of the fourth of July. We are going to visit one of

Parker's properties, the Little Rapid Creek. Now, it is forty-five miles at least from Deadwood; we are

therefore come to sleep with our friends of Hilly Ranch, in order to break the journey. Parker has led

us over such roads that he was obliged to march afoot a good part of the way, taking the horses by

the bridle. In this country one is not driven to this extremity by a trifle. We have managed to descend

sloping hills where it seemed to me lizards would have maintained their equilibrium only with

difficulty. For the first few miles the country, laid quite bare by the industry of Mr Gregg, is grievous

to behold; but we soon arrive at the border of a forest, and then it becomes lovely again. At last,...
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